CHAPTER   V

HOW COLONIAL RIVALRY BETWEEN FRANCE

AND   ENGLAND   ENDED   BY   GIVING   BIRTH

TO  THE ENTENTE CORDIALE

Y I IHE creation of a French colonial empire continued to be a Franco-
I British issue. During the eighteenth century, it had been possible
JL to conceive that France, by joining Canada to Louisiana, would
assure herself a large part of the North American continent; she had
interests in the Antilles, Africa and India; her imperial hopes were
reasonably well founded. The Treaty of Paris (1763), Napoleon's naval
defeats and finally the 1814 treaties had setded the question in England's
favour; always threatened in Europe, France could not, as Great Britain
had done, devote the better portion of her resources to the building of a
fleet. Now mastery of the seas, or the benevolence of those who possess
that mastery, is one of the prerequisites for maintaining a colonial em-
pire. France retained only scattered fragments of what had once been
hers; then, towards 1830, the conquest of Algeria afforded her a fine
stretch of territory, near home, which was very quickly assimilated to such
a degree that it was made into three French departments. After 1870,
Bismarck had thought that if he could implant in the French hopes of anew
empire^ he would succeed in deflecting them from their desire to get even
with him, and would embroil them with England. Here was the reason
for assigning Tunisia to France (1878). A little kter on, by withholding
intervention in Egypt (as a result of pressure brought by Clemenceau),
France allowed England to win preponderance in a country where
French culture was a long-standing tradition. However, the French mort-
gage on Egypt was not legally wiped out, and the consequent rivalry
remained a cause of friction between France and England.

It is to the Third Republic's honour that it brilliantly succeeded where
the monarchy and the Empire had failed and that it created a. magnificent
French colonial empire. The treaties of 1814. had left France a few West
African ports; they were points of departure for expeditions and explor-
ing parties which, thanks to men like Savorgnan de Brazza and Faid-
herbe, gave France Senegal and the Niger as far as Lake Chad and the
basin of the Nile; the Foureau-Lamy expedition across the. Sahara, faked
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